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that, attractive as is the new view which places Ezra after Nehemiah, 
only Kent and Guthe accept it. Evidently it is not yet accredited 
among biblical scholars. Especially significant is the conclusion of 
Marti on this point in his article "Chronology" in the Encyclopedia 
Biblica. He decides against the new view chiefly on the ground of 
Ed. Meyer's investigations. Wellhausen's latest, somewhat petulant, 
utterance that he is getting too old to keep up with the new critical 
theories will find an echo in many circles of scholars, who prefer the 
solid acquisitions of established investigation conducted on sound 
principles to the more brilliant discoveries of advanced scholars whose 
dependence is too often upon their own subjective conceptions, whether 
in textual, literary, or historical lines. 

George S. Goodspeed. 
The University of Chicago. 

The Book of Joshua: Polychrome Edition. By Rev. W. H. Ben- 
nett, M.A., Professor of Old Testament Languages and 
Literature in Hackney and New Colleges, London. Eleven 
full- page and twenty-five smaller Illustrations. New York : 
Dodd, Mead & Co.; London: James Clarke & Co., 1899. 
Pp. viii + 93. $1.25. 

The translation is an excellent rendering into modern English. 
It is sometimes rather startling, e. g., 10 : 14 : "So Joshua massacred 
the inhabitants of the whole land .... he 'devoted' every living 
creature." Again it is often luminous, e. g., 10:42: "Joshua con- 
quered their land in a single season " (R. V., "at one time "). Words 
presumably implied in the original are added with some freedom. A 
notable instance is 17:18: "Ye shall have the hill country of Gilead." 
Such words as Negeb, Arabah, Sheol, Joshua ben-Nun are left in the 
original, as being more intelligible than the colorless translations. 

The book is divided into two main divisions : (1) "The Conquest," 
chaps. 1-12, (2) "The Division of the Land," chaps. 13-24. Each of 
these is subdivided into paragraphs with appropriate headings. 

The text is that of the " Sacred Books of the Old Testament," 
edited by Paul Haupt. It often follows the LXX, especially in omis- 
sions. Chap. 20 : 4-60, c is the most notable omission. The critical 
marks are a masterpiece of ingenuity. They are so unobtrusive as not 
at all to interfere with the reading of the text, yet so suggestive as to 
indicate immediately the nature of the emendation. The Polychrome 
Bible has shown the fine possibilities of typography to express thought 
in the most compact form. 
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The date, authorship, and composition of the Hexateuch are not 
discussed in this volume, beyond a brief summary. Three sets of 
redactions are assumed : RJE, RD, RP. By the use of nine colors 
and italics, fourteen different indications of authorship are obtained. 
It has not been felt by scholars in general that J and E can be dis- 
tinguished in Joshua, although the composite character of JE is evident. 
Professor Bennett, however, has endeavored to divide most of the 
narratives between the two writers. In some cases he has indicated 
earlier strata within the documents. RD and RP follow generally the 
usual lines. The last verse is assigned to RP instead of E, as most 
scholars, chiefly on the ground that any reference to an Aaronic priest- 
hood should be removed from E. This suggests the constant danger 
of the petitio principii to which the literary analysis is exposed. 

The notes are chiefly textual and archaeological. The scope of the 
work probably precludes the consideration of theological problems, but 
one would expect a fuller treatment of questions of historicity. A 
valuable feature is the alphabetical list of cities, with general location 
and, where possible, identification and modern equivalent. The illus- 
trations of towns and sites are good. 

Some interesting notes are as follows : Jerusalem = City of Safety 
(not peace); 10 : 12 indicates a time before noon, and the prayer is, 
"May God give us victory before the sun sets;" the cities of refuge 
were ancient sanctuaries 55:2 records the institution of circumcision 
by Joshua (!); 17:14-18 indicates, in the emended text, that the 
Manassites conquered Gilead from the west; 22 : 33, 34 omit mention 
of the half tribe of Manasseh, and where it appears elsewhere in the 
chapter it is an addition. 

The work contains an excursus of eight pages on the Tel el-Amarna 
tablets, with a number of illustrations. This is one of the best brief 
presentations of the subject, and has the merit of avoiding rash identi- 
fications and conclusions. 

Theo. G. Soares. 

Galesburg, III. 

Das Buch der Konige (Reg. Ill, IV). Untersuchung seiner 
Bestandteile und seines litterarischen und geschichtlichen 
Characters. Von Dr. Carl Holzhey, Privatdozent an der 
Universitat Munchen. Miinchen : Lentner'sche Buchhand- 
lung, 1899. Pp. viii + 63. M. 1.40. 

This straightforward and clearly written investigation into the 
books of Kings affords an excellent orientation in the general problems 



